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State Superintendent delisle met with area
educators
Technology is fully integrated into the
Conference Center with large drop-down
screens, ceiling projectors, and a complete
distance-learning system.

In September 2010, the Lucas County
Educational Service Center (LCESC) opened
a new Conference Center to serve area school
districts, the State Support Team Region 1,
and regional community partners. Renovations to create the Conference Center started
in March 2010 as LCESC worked to reclaim
space in the Collingwood Center formerly
occupied by the Northwest Ohio Red Cross
Blood Services program. Labs were dismantled, walls and ceilings were removed.
A new HVAC system was installed. In the
end, a Conference Center was created that
will serve not only the needs of LCESC but
also area school districts, community partners
and community agencies. The Conference
Center features a large open space that can
accommodate up to 175 people. However, the
space can also be broken up into three smaller
rooms. Additional break-out rooms are also
available throughout the Collingwood Center.

Since the Conference Center was opened, it
has received steady use for both meetings
and professional development. For example,
Lucas County Governing Board meetings
have moved to the Conference Center for the
Student Recognition Awards and Challenge
Awards presented by the Board.

Professional development that has already
taken place in the Conference Center includes
the ODE Transition to Residency Mentor
Training, the Administrator’s Role in
Supporting High Quality Teacher Induction
and various programs sponsored by the State
Support Team Region 1 (e.g.; Formative
Assessment Training and a Universal Design for Learning Conference). Additional
events are already scheduled
throughout the
year. For more
information
about upcoming events at
the Conference
Center check out
the Lucas County Educational Service Center’s
website (www.lucas.k12.oh.us) for professional development or the State Support Team
Region 1 (www.sstr1.org) for professional
learning opportunities.
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Lucas County Educational Service Center is
to provide quality resources and
services that meet the unique
needs of our partners in the
educational community.

Goals 2010-2011
As an organization focused
on improvement, LCESC has the
following goals:
1. Leadership—Develop and
provide academic leadership and
operational support services to our
partners.

2. Collaboration—Develop and
strengthen collaborative relationships with our partners and the
community.

3. Resource Management—
Efficiently and effectively manage all resources available to the
organization.

Central Office
Collingwood Center
2275 Collingwood Boulevard
Toledo Ohio 43620
419.245.4150
Fax: 419.245.4186
Governing Board
Michael Dansack, Jr.
Karen Krause
Joan Kuchcinski
Joe Rutherford
Angela Zimmann
Administration
Sandra C. Frisch,
Superintendent
Richard A. Cox,
Treasurer
Website
http://www.lucas.k12.oh.us
Opinions in the Highlighter do
not necessarily reflect those of the
Lucas County ESC
Governing Board.

Highlighter Staff
Mary E. Himmelein, Ed.D.
Director, Human Resources
Elaine K. Robinson
Administrative Assistant
LCESC is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

GED testing
The General Education Diploma, better
known as the GED, has been available for a
number of years through the Lucas County
Educational Service Center. The GED tests
provide adults of all ages an opportunity to get
a high school equivalency certificate that is
accepted by 98% of colleges and universities.
Covering areas such as Language Arts (reading and writing), Math, Science and
Social Studies, the GED test enables successful test takers to obtain better jobs
and improve their quality of life.
Over the past two years, the number of GED test takers has doubled. Organized
by the GED staff, the two-day GED test is offered at selected libraries and other
public facilities in the Toledo area. Online registration and payment through the
Ohio Department of Education’s website make it easy for an applicant to schedule a test and access their test scores. The current national passing rate for GED
test takers is 69% with Ohio test takers passing at a 76% rate and Lucas County
test takers slightly higher. The GED test passing requirements are a total standard score of 2250 on all five tests and a minimum standard score of 410 on each
content area test.
GED practice tests and special accommodation testing are available through the
Lucas County ESC GED program. Further information and assistance with GED
test taking is available by calling the GED office at 419.245.3809 or by accessing
the Lucas County Educational Service Center’s website.

State Support Team Region 1
Model curriculum meetings
Fifty-nine meetings for teachers preK through high school were scheduled by
the State Support Team Region 1 between July 2010 and October 2010 to offer
educators in Region 1 the opportunity to contribute instructional strategies and
resources for the model curriculum being developed by the Ohio Department of
Education. Meetings were organized by grade level and subject and led by
content area experts.
Designed to support the new content standards, the model curriculum is expected
to be a web-based tool that will provide information that supports the planning,
development, implementation, and evaluation of instruction. The State Board
is scheduled to adopt the model curriculum in March 2011. After that approval,
ODE will begin the development of new statewide assessments that are scheduled to be implemented in 2014-2015. Lucas County ESC is the fiscal agent for
the State Support Team Region 1.
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Camp WOW

Ham radio station

Camp WOW–World
of Words, a five-day
foreign language
summer camp,
concluded on June
25, 2010 with a parent program at the
Collingwood Center.
Thirty-three campers in grades one through six
participated in activities that focused on Spanish
and Chinese languages and cultures. Camp activities included storytelling, greeting one another, and
learning to use numbers, colors and basic words of
the language through songs, games and crafts. The
instructors also utilized technology such as computers and a SMART Board to help children become
familiar with the languages. At the end of the week,
campers were able to retell a familiar children’s
fairy tale, Little Red Riding Hood, in Spanish and
Chinese. Camp WOW was partially funded by an
Ohio Department of Education International Education Grant and camper fees.

The Challenger Learning
Center of Lucas County
(CLC) is partnering with
Toledo Mobile Radio
Association (TMRA) to
install a permanent ham
radio station at the CLC
with capabilities of communicating with the International Space Station (ISS).

The camp, in its second year of operation, was
developed and directed by Dr. Kathleen Herrmann,
Executive Director of the Center for Teaching and
Learning; Sue Helmlinger, School Improvement
Consultant; Dr. Lori
Winne, Summer Foreign
Language Consultant;
with support from Joe
Rutherford, LCESC
board member.

The station will be able to communicate by voice
through orbiting amateur radio satellites to distant
stations; access the amateur radio packet station
aboard the ISS; communicate by voice with the ISS
astronauts if their radio is on; access and download
images from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration satellites; and send and receive
pictures and or text with area stations.
To support the project, the CLC will provide lesson
plans and activities on amateur radio, Morse code,
and other ISS events on the CLC website; offer the
facility to TMRA for workshops, demonstrations,
ISS connections, classes and amateur radio
certification courses; and utilize the system during
summer camps, on-site and distance location
workshops, and special
events.
Steve Belner of TMRA
stated, “I cannot
express how hopeful
TMRA is that the Challenger Learning Center
will be able to utilize
this station to inspire youth to pursue a future in
fields of adventure in space or in communications.”

Excellence Fund Scholarships
The recipients of the $500 Excellence Fund scholarships were recognized at the August Governing Board
meeting. The employee scholarship was awarded to Christine Johnson, ASP remedial specialist at St. Ursula Academy, for her pursuit of an Alternate Educator license in math. Kedryn Marquart, daughter of
Dr. Kathleen Herrmann, Executive Director, Center for Teaching and Learning, was selected as the student
scholarship recipient. Kedryn graduated from Perrysburg High School and is enrolled in the Ohio State
University engineering honors program.
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Sibling support project
The Lucas County Educational Service Center was pleased to bring
Don Meyer, the head of the Sibling
Support Project, to the Conference Center
on October 1 and October 2, 2010. With
the support of the Lucas County Board of
Developmental DisL to R: Sandra C. Frisch, Super- abilities and the State
intendent, Don Meyer, Sibling
Support Team ReSupport Group, Paige Paneff,
gion 1, Don provided
Early Childhood Supervisor
an overview of the
unique concerns and opportunities experienced L to R: Julie Swartz,
Stockard, Guest,
by the siblings of children with disabilities and Anne
Alison Morrow, Rebecca
provided facilitator training for those interested Swemba, Early Childhood
in the Sibshops program. As part of the two-day Staff
program, the training included a demonstration
Sibshop with actual
siblings.
The concept for the
L to R: Sara Lather, RegiSibshops program is
na Sulier, Sandi Christen,
based on the fact that Early Childhood Teachers
over four million U.S. citizens have developmental disabilities and chronic health impairments. Most also have
brothers and sisters. With the exception of mothers, siblings spend
more time with children who have developmental disabilities or
chronic health impairments than any other family member. Because
the sibling relationship is the longest lasting
in the family, brothers and sisters are likely
to experience concerns throughout their
lives. The Sibshops program provides a way
to address the concerns of school-age siblings in a relaxed recreational setting. Don has conducted workshops
and trainings on the Sibshops model throughout the United States,
Canada, Ireland, England, Italy, New Zealand, and Japan. Attendees
at the training included representatives from local school districts and local community agencies
along with participants from other states and foreign
countries (i.e.; Argentina). The Early Childhood
Education Program plans to implement a Sibshops
program this year with the assistance and support of
Wendy Smenner,
Parent Mentor
the Parent Mentor, Wendy Smenner.

L to R: Dr. Angela Zimmann,
Governing Board president;
Richard Lewis, SBA Executive
Director; Sandra C. Frisch,
LCESC Superintendent

Dr. Angela Zimmann
Dr. Angela Zimmann, president
of the Lucas County Educational
Service Center Governing Board
was recognized for her service to
the Ohio School Boards
Association at the September 14,
2010 Lucas County ESC Governing Board meeting. OSBA Executive Director Richard Lewis presented her with a plaque honoring
her contributions as a member of
the Ohio School Boards Association Board of Trustees, the association’s governing body. She is
also a member of the association’s
Legislative Platform Committee,
Conference Planning Committee
and the Northwest Region
Executive Committee. Dr.
Zimmann is the 2010 presidentelect of the OSBA Northwest
Ohio Region.
On October 7, 2010, the Lucas
County Educational Service
Center’s Conference Center was
host to the OSBA Northwest Ohio
Region’s quarterly meeting.
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